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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| | 5 1 HE ſubſtance of the following Tract was 


ſuggeſted at a County Meeting at Newbury, on 
the ſixth of laſt May. At the requeſt of the 


Gentlemen there aſſembled, it was drawn up in 
its preſent form, and addreſſed to the MAGIS- 


TRATES OF BERKS, at the enſuing Michael- 
mas Quarter Seſſions; and, for their more ge- 


neral peruſal, is printed in conſequence of the 


annexed order. # 
- 3 
QUARTER SESSIONS, ABINGDON, 
OcrToBER 6th, 1795. | 
ORDERED, on readin g the OBSERVA- 
TIONS ON THE PRESENT STATE OF 
- THE POOR, &c. addreſſed by the Rev. Mr. 
Wilſon, to the MAGIST RATES OF BERKS, 
that the Thanks of this Court be conveyed to Mr. 


Wilſon for theſe OBSERVATIONS, &c. and 


his conſent b to have the lame Printed. 


W. B UD D, 
Clerk of the Peace, 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE 
PRESENT STATE oF rus POOR, 


——— 
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Tun Diſtreſſes to which Multitudes have 
been expoſed by the late extraordinary high 
price of corn, and the inſufficiency of the earn- 
ings of many poor families for the ſupport of 
their neceſſary expenditure, have excited in 
the Public Mind an anxious ſolicitude to admi- 
niſter to their relief. The Chronicles of former 
times preſent us with greater inſtances of ſcar- 
city and dearth, but they furniſh us with few Ws 
ſuch. examples of benevolence and charity, as 
have been univerſally ſhewn on this occaſion. 
Of late Ages, indeed, there have been few ſuch 

calls on the feelings of humanity. The progreſs - 
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of Agriculture, the encreaſed capital and com- 
mercial knowledge of our Merchants, and the 
vigilance of Government, have, under the fa- 
vour of Providence, ſupplied us with a ſufficient 
abundance of the neceſſaries of life. Scarcity and 


' Dearth, and more eſpecially their diſmal attend- 


ants, «FAMINE and PESTILENCE, have long 
been ſtrangers to this happy Iſland. Of the laſt, 
thank God, we know nothing but from Hiſtory. 
But if in any event theſe ſad calamities ſhould 


again viſit this Country, our late experience gives 


us too much reaſon to fear that their effects would 


be more fatal than formerly. Oux ARMS ARE 


Rus TED, AND OUR sIN EWS RELAX ED. Our 
Anceſtors exerciſed a degree of forecaſt in laying 
up, at proper ſeaſons, a ſtock of proviſions for a 
future day, and the prudence and parſimony 
which produced and huſbanded thoſe ſtores, 
generated in the maſs of the people, a ſpirit of 
pride and independence, that kept them induf- 
trious, frugal, and-ceconomical. But now, uni- 


verſally, that ſpirit is in a great meaſure evapo- | 


rated, and the maſs. of the people are conſe- 
quently unthrifty, and unprepared to encounter 
any difficulties that adverſe circumſtances may 
expoſe them to. It is therefore a matter of ur- 
_ neceſſity to revive, if poſſible, that prudent 

forecaſt. 


* 


bora tte we are better provided TY 


future conſlicts, — wy; ur 10 ar 


ee alte Ae Red 


- : | TE 7 2 


0 ee a cure, it is at all times ori to 


"a the cauſe. of the diſeaſe, and the various 
_ circumſtances that have contributed to its 
growth. In the preſent caſe, the Malady we 
complain of - may have arifen from ſources too 
obſcure to be noticed, or too many to be enu- 
merated ; and, of the number that admit of enu- 


meration, it may appear that a conſiderable 
portion of them were harmleſs in their gin, 


or, that the poiſon oy contained, was too 1920 
| nuts to Daene. | $46.9 6 ih 
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* Public 1 at ir firſt en be- 

eee no marks of hoſtility to the welfare of 


Society, or the comforts of Domeſtic life. Ihey 


were uſeful reſources to the way-faring man, in 
affording him quiet and convenient refrethment ; 


but now, every where ſcattered in the paths of 
our labourers, and mechanics, they ſeduce them 


to deſert their daily work, to ſpend in riotous 


intemperance the money that ſhould ſupport 


their families, and to imbibe every vice that can 


be ruinous to themſelves and their connexions, 
e „ x and 


and deſtructive to the PyrLIc WEAI. Exeryx 


Ale · Houſe that is unneceſſary to the traveller, is 


not barely uſeleſs to the Community, but alſo a 


NUISANCE to the neighbourhood in which it 


"18, ſuffered to exiſt; and, by its baneful influ- 
ence upon induſtry and morality, is a far greater 


drawback on the Riches of a Country than 
can in any degree be compenſated oy its incre- 
ment to the REVENUE. 


a the Seb effects of Public Houſes, 


| : may be added the multiplication of Village 


Shops Some Gentlemen are diſpoſed to think 
that this is a natural conſequence of the progreſs 


of civilization, that ſhould: not be interrupted | 


by any exerciſe of power, or undermined by 
any artifice of policy; that the Cottager could 
not purchaſe his wants at a better market, 
without a greater expence in loſs of time, than 
he now pays in advance of price. If the Fact 


_ correſponded with this Theory, no objection to 


their exiſtence would gere have been made, but 


it is a charge againſt them, too well founded, 
that they practice every artifice to get poor fa- 
milies into their power; they encourage, by 


ſeduQtive credit, the purchaſe of articles not im- 
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pies on all ace items of bete ption,” 
and hold out, upon truſt, a ſupply for « every pre- 
ſent want, that deadens the operations of Trift. 

neſs and frugality.” A village ſhop, under the 


management of the Pariſh Officers, and ſup- 


ported at the expence of the Poor tate, Would. 
perbaps, be the gentleſt and moſt etrectual cure 
for this complaint; in which inſtitution it ſhould” 
be an inviolable rule to deal for x RADY money 


on x, and for fuch reaſonable gains as might 


be no excluſion t to A fur Com ore the fame” 
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Ader Soils of ths was we Sötpkkin of 
is the exclufion of the Peaſantry from an in- 


tereſt in the Soil. This increaſes their indigence, ' 
depreſſes their ſpirits, and diminiſhes their at- 


tachment to the Country. Mr. EDWARDS, in his 


Hiſtory of the Weſt Indies, vol. ii, p. 131, ſpeaks” 
of the giving lands in Jau Ale A to the Negroes 
to cultivate for their own advantage, as a judi- 
cious and beneficial meaſure, and productive of 


a happy coalition of intereſts between Maſter 
and Slave. Every Cottage ſhould have land a 
enough about it to ſupply the family with ve- 


getables at leaſt, if not to afford ſuſtenance for 
a Dig or a Cow, and to furniſh the Occupier and 
B lbs his, 
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tervals of leiſure from their uſual labour. In 


te ziſt. of Eliz. a law was made for this very 5 
purpoſe, and it is a great misfortune to. the 
Community that it has not been always ſtrictly . 
_ enforced. If ſuch a Homeſtall were UNALIEN- | 
ABLY ATTACHED TO EVERY COTTAGE FAMI- 
| LY, to the INHABITANTS, not to the HABITA- 
rox, the Village Poor would be much better 
ſupplied with variety of food, than by any limi- 
tation in the ſize of Farms, and the Public In-, | 


tereſt muc] better ſecured. The Capitals that 


accompany large farms, beſt inſure the produc- | 


tion of plenty, while the miſerable ſhifts that a 


ſmall farmer is driven to, from want of capital, 
cramp his exertions in the cultivation of his 
lands, frequently oblige him to ſell his produce 


at every diſadvantage, and reduce him to the 


neceſſity of often faring more hardly than the 
labourer he hires to aſſiſt him. The Size of a 
farm is a matter of private conſideration be- 


tween the Landlord and his 'Tenant, and the. 
progreſs of agriculture, and the welfare of the 
Conſtitution ous its continuing ſo... 


Another 88 8 of our complaints i is 


an unfortunate propenſity i in all ranks of peo- 
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4 | ple is Sendte the follies and Filkjotis of their 
IE Superiors:” This unhappy bias draws mültitudes 
= away to the Metropolis, and other places of Re- 
fort; drains the Villages of their opulent inha- 
bitants; deprives the Poor of the comfort, afſiſt- 
ance, and ſupport they might derive from their 
richer Neighbours; and introduces habits of 
luxury and expence univerſally diſproporti- 
oned to income, which greatly increaſe the 
number of the indigent, and contribute to their 
. and devafement!) Rea WIR 
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mm addition to the ſources above mentioned, 
ſome gentlemen Are of opinion that the neceſ- 
ſaries of life have for r many years, previous to the 
preſent EXTRAORDINARY DEARTH, increaſed 
fafter than the wages, of labour, and conſequently 
that the labouring clafſes of ſociety, and particu- . 
farly the labourers in huſb⸗ dry, have been ex- 
poſed for ſome time to greater hardſhips than for- 
merly, and on this account they have expreſſed 
| their wiſhes for an augmentation. of wages 
| amongſt the ſaboprers i in that Claſs, as they, from 
the comparative lowneſs of their wages, are the 
firſt objects of ſuch an attention. Some, indeed, 
have gone farther, and recommended enforcing 
the . of 9985 5th of Elizabeth, a re- 
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gulation. of wages. # ok 11 may probably bo 


ſhewn that theſe Gentlemen haye not ſufficient» 


- ly examined the certainty of their -premiſes, or 
weighed the propriety of their concluſion. As 


the ſtatute abovementioned has long been ob- 


ſolete, it may be preſumed it was early found 


uſeleſs. And Drs. Smith and Burn are fully of 
this opinion. Dr. Smith, in his Wealth of Nas 


tions, vol. i, page 118, ſays, © Experience ſhews 


*. that the law can neyer properly regulate 


* wages; and Dr. Burn, as quoted by Dr. 
Smith, page 220, « It is time to lay aſide the 


25 attempt tc to bring under ſtrict regulation. what 
« after 400 years experience. ſeems 1 In its nature 
incapable of it, v2. the wages .of labour. 85 


Bel 


The world bas ſufficiently experienced the! im- 


policy of a maximum in all marketable commo- 
dities, and in the. w 


bably be fatal to the induſtry. o of able-hodied men; 
and the effe&t of a minimum might 'de eprive 1 the; im- 
potent wholly of THEIR PRESENT PORTION, or 
EMPLOYMENT, | Labour, like every thing el e 
brought to market, has in all ages found its own 


level, without the interference of law, and cannot | 


fail of eſſecting the fame purpoſe in all future 


| times, with ſufficient advantage to itſelf, and the 
J eel ow f Ware, rhe Peace 7 A; ; 


wages of labour It would pro- | 
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Ik Dr. dich poſition he true, vol. i. page 5 


44, and 291, that © Labour is alone the ſtandard 
and real meaſure of all commodities,” the price 
of labour muſt neceſſarily precede rather than 
fellow the prices of the neceſſaries of life. And 
| the annals” of. this country bear no {mall teſtimo- 


= ny to the truth of this maxim. BRAD has ix 
=. Aairacts conſtituted ſo LARGE A PORTION of 


THOSE ,NECESSARIES, it has generally been 
aſſumed as a STANDARD * FOR THE WHOLB, 
and when a Pauper comes to a Magiſtrate tor 
relief, he has no better meaſure, for the quan 
tum to be granted, than the CURRENT PRICE 
or BREAD.? And yet it is a fact, that the 


price of labour. never bore any regular pro- 


portion to the price of bread. See Wealth 
of Nations, from page 398 tg 407, inclu- 
ſive; from which it is evident that Cox was 
the dearęſt when LazouR was the \cheape/t; 


The general word Corn, is here ſubſtituted for 


Vibe, TTY. it PHF * * all ſorts of 
| bread- 
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| . To the "REED in Huſbandry, this Sundard.' is peculi- 
R arly applicable, whatever it may be to higher Claiſes in 
| . 79 Fred 

* See the 8 „en 
© Fleetwood's Chronicon, ch. iv. Corn Tracts, ch. v. 
and Gent, Mag, for 1774, page ß | 
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c Stead-corn have in all times borne price very 


nearly proportionate to each other, and in ſome 
degree to the quantity of nutriment they ſeve- 


rally afford to the human body.“ The average 
price of wheat per quarter in the thirteenth 


century was 2l. 108. 5d.; in the fourteenth, 
IL Is. 8d.; and in the fifteenth, 188. 2d. 


reckoning money at its preſent value; and the 
prices of labour, in the ſame centuries, were, in 
the firſt, three - pence; in the fecond, four- 
_ pence, and in the third, ſix pence; thus it is 


SA that in theſe three centuries, the price 


of corn was falling, while the price | of labour 
Was rifing. Throughout the year 1270, ſee 


. as before, the en of wheat = on an 


0 oY 


At an exhibition before wur of his Majeſty's 1 5 of 


_ 


7 the Peace for-the county of Rr” 999 Auguſt 3. 1757. 


it — that e EL Lb RA eu 14 
„ .. an. 

Abulbelof —— * 61 8, prodeced in pr 45 I, 
A buſhel of rye, '56'6; © 30 14 


A buſhel of barley, „% %, 8 


No mention is made of oats comin gun der their Franck, 5 ; 


as the Tracts on the Corn Trade, page 196, ſtate the con- 
ſumption of that grain in bread, by a ſingle labourer, to be 


_ three times the meaſure of what it is in Wheat, we may con- 
_ _ elude that it is eee deficient in e both i in 
| | grain and flour, 1 
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average, SIXTEEN, GINZAS PER ayantEny 
without any apparent increaſe of wages. From 
the year 1595, to the year 1765, the average was 
21. 58. 4d. See Corn Tratts, page 103. The 


average of the Century ending with 1694, was 


21. 8s. 04d: ; and the average of the Century 


ending with 1794, was 21. 6s. 4d. ; /orwer than 
the former by 15. Bid. per OBE) but the 


- 0 prices of wheat, per 3 in 3 2 ten 755 


years each, for the two laſt centuries, collected from che 
Table in the Corn Tracts, page 97, &c. to the year 1765, 
and continued from Eton 3 to the _ of the Ine 


1794» | 


From the end of . 
1594 to the J. . 4. | l 
ond of rs 2 13 From 1694t0/1704—2 10 7 
14—2 1114 14—2 8 5 
24—2 2 10 24 —1 19 37 
e 34—2 0 1 
n r 
54—3 O 10% 34 —1 16 9 
64—2 16 23 64—2 2 2 
— 1 %% . 46 
84—2 8 4 84—2 14 9 
94=2 2 10% 94 —2 16 334 
Koo. 24 0 3 1 l 58 
Average 2 8 of Average "a 6 4+ 4 
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If Hong Wal 9 99 18 17. 167. 1 0 
price of Whour has had no fuch Ebb. It has 
encreaſed. conſtantly , through every Century, 

and at leaſt 1=4th in the laſt fiſty years. 80 
late as the year 1739, the average price of 
labour in huſbandry, except near manufactur- 
ing towns, was only, gd. per day, and in. the 

* year 1794, more than 4 { ſhilling.” "Theſe: are facts 
* that muſt have eſcaped the obſervation of thoſe 
| Gentlemen who have ſuppoſed that, the prices 

of the neceſſaries of life, and eſpecially of Corn, 
have encreaſed faſter than the wages of labour. 
2. price of proviſions, will produce a proportion- 
3. able increaſe both of corn and cattle, aud con- 


/. We may reaſonably hope that the late BY in we 
ſequently a reduction of price. Ihe quantity 
of 


1 7 Gent. Magazine 1739, page 206, 


. © This would be eaſier effected if any . 
perly be laid on keeping horſes. The number that is kept 
for che road may, in a great meafure, be neceſſary for the 
intercourſe of a trading nation; but the number kept for 
pleaſure, eats up the produce of a large quantity of land that 
might be employed in raiſing human food; and the number 
that is uſed for draught, here oxen. may be ſubſtituted at a By 

leſs expence, is not only apparently very jmpolitick on the 
part of the farmer, but highly injurious to the Commutity; 
ant adds greatly to the conſumption of oats, and other horſe 
Hood, and alſo diminiſhes in a like propre the quantity of 
5 INCA $ 


5 * 7 0 
&f proviſion raiſed in any country is greatly re- 


Ad by the demand. In the neignbournoo s 
of trading Towns, lands are managed in a ver 


ſuperior manner to what they are in the ſame 


kinds of ſoil in other parts of the Country. 
This gives room for hope that the dearneſs 


of the current year is only temporary, as it has 


often been before, and particularly in the year 
above-mentioned ; and the difficulties produced 
by ſuch occaſional occurrences, are beſt relieved 
pick e ee or ee N | 


The detailed accounts, which many e808 
Jont men have taken the trouble to collect, of 
the expenditure and earnings of poor families, 
do not carry with them a ſufficient degree of 
evidence. The Poor themſelves are unable to 


ſtate them e and the gentlemen, who 


| Weise ace. fn | . of t this the dealers tell us 0 the 
ſtock of the country is already deficient, and in-conſequence, 
| that all ſorts of cattle are now ſold to the butcher at much 


too early an age, viz. before they arrive at that period which 


is moſt produttive of public advantage. If a tax was laid 
on che unneceſſary uſe of horſes, and the produce applied in 


bounties for raiſing cattle, for uſing oxen in draught, and for 


their ſucceſſive production of tallow at the butcher's, it might 
have a r e ee 
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have olle ted them, haye failed end the ne- 


ture of the enquiry, and their inexperience in 
the ſhifts that neceſſity finds out, to repreſent 


them juſtly. Nobody has ſhewn more praiſe- 
73 worthy attention to this ſubject, or taken more 
i pains to be well informed in it, than Mr. Davies, | 
of Barkham. See his CAsE Or LaBOURERS 


in HUSBANDRY, from which theſe Obſerva- 


tions have derived conſiderable aſſiſtance. He 
bas collected a great many accounts from va- 


rious parts of the kingdom, of the earnings and 
expenditure of poor families, from which he is 


impreſſed with the perſuaſion” already men- 


tioned, viz. that tlie price of vagen has not ent 
Faw as faſt. as the trice of. corn. From his col 
lection the three following examples are ſe- 


lected in ſupport of the objections here made 
to them, At Eaſt Lothian in Scotland, where 

10d. per day 1 is repreſented to be the H1IGHEST | 
WAGES 1 in the WHOLE COUNTY, a family of 
fix in number expends 131. 28. 1d. per annum, 
and has a ſurplus at the end of the year of 
"at: 28. 79. At Holwell! in Somerſetſhire, where | 


labour i is at a medium 11d. ber day, a family : 


of eight expends 221. 38. 4d. which is 11. 7s. 4d. 


beyond its income. And at Winwick, in Lan- 
"irs, where labour is 18d. Ys day, a family 


: of 


at 4 
Ty 4 


0 * 
of ſever "TRIP 380. 88. 8d. per annum, which i 1s 
Talis 8d. beyond its income, including i in each 
the eamings of wife and children. This variety 
of wages en penlliture, and balance is not to be 
accbunted for from any local difference in the 


price of corn, or of any of the neccſſaries of life. 


The deficieneiès of income in their accumula- 


tion year after year, muſt in time be wholly in- 
ſapportable; and yet we are left to ſuppoſe that 


theſe families continue to exiſt in the ſame a vey 


- Theſe \cxanyples prove gut the neceſſities of 
the poor ate in no aſſignable ratio of the high 


price of corn, or the low price of labour. The 


expenditure of the ſecond example is extrava- 
gantly higher than the firſt, and the expendi- 
ture of the third is near three times as much. 
it me geſt is a ſufficiency, the ſecond muſt be 
abundance, and the third profuſion. At any. 
nate ho'PLEA OP NECESSITY can warrant ſuch 
a difference in che expence of living; and there 
is no doubt that examples may be Wan 
moſt every Country Village, of families living 
Alecently, healthily, and not unhappily, on the 
= ſmalleſt wages of the neighbourhood, without 
applying for Parochial Relief. The Candidates 
for the Prizes given at Abingdon the 15th. of © 
July laſt, by the Anf TURAL Socrery of” 
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duce of iN püs TRL, SOBRTETY, 'FRUGALEFEY, 
and &©conoMy, which are vittues that work 
wonDERrs wherever they take root! They 
create a ſpirit of independence in the loweeſt 
ranks of ſociety, and they generate exertions 
_ © | that prevent the neceſſity of Parochial aſſiſt- 

ance, and counteract the REO of an 
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| me Cob vrv or BxR RGB are living teſſimonids 


that this is fact®.” Theſe Teſtimonies ure the: pro⸗ 
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In" thoſe: parts of the ral ede 
8 are leſs p nag the. eee Pot -of 
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who had on an average brought up, fix children each, and ſome 
of them nine, ten and eleven, without parochial aſſiſtance, ex- 
cept in caſe of illneſs, and no doubt many more candidates 


might have offered themſelves with equal pretenfions; three 


or four from the pariſh where this was written, in appearance 
comfortable, and in character reſpectable, as any in their claſs 


of life, were qualified to be Canary but did not N 
| themſelves i in time, F 
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1 The wausgement of t Gee 3 eeavomiſt far ex: 


ceeds the. comprehenſion. of the writer of theſe 1 
Hle has learned from ſome of them that they uſe articles of 3, 


diet cheaper than bread, and of he kind that has lately bee 

recommended! in all our newſpapers, by Admiral Waldegrave, 
on the ſtrength of experiments made at his gi 5 325 
b Johnſton, " Haſlar Hoſpital. LVL] 


2 e e 


EO EL TCEHS OCs 0- 


(4 ) 
cheſe virtues are more viſible; and extreme 


wvrretehedneſs very rare, if not wholly unknown ; 
e no doubt they would be every where more 


viſible if temptations. were removed, reward 
and eticouragement properly given, and ſecu- 


rity and improvement held out to the ſavings 


of Economy. The little weekly ſurpluſſes of 


the Labourer! are too inconſiderable for the 


Publie Funds. The inſecurity of private loans 
gives him no encouragement to try that Plan. 
The Propoſals of Baron Maſeres, and Dr. Price 
are on too large a ſcale for his ſcanty pittance; 


and the Bex in which he locks up his little 


property is very much expoſed to the plunder 


of others, and perhaps not wholly fate from the 
= occurrence of temptation in himſelf. As he 


has therefore little encouragement to ſave, 


3 he is eaſily induced to ſpend his earnings, | 
and depend « on Wee: Poor-rate for aa or 
8 old 755 OE | | 


The Frichaly © 8 or Benefit Clubs, | 
inſtituted in many Towns: and Villages, are 
deſec̃tive in ſeveral patticulars. Their diſburſe- 
ments bear no proportion to their depoſits, the 
latter are wholly funk for an object that is only 
8 . and W i ng e for the 
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| ſituation 1 in lite, or of placing out their children 


DENS, and OvERSERRS, for the time being, 


the management of the faid Bax k, and that 


ues”. 4-64 263 
exerciſe of the virtues above · mentioned. 
Whereas, the young and ſingle may be diſpoſed 
to lay up ſomething againſt they marry the 
new married Couple for ayailing themſelves of 
any defirable opportunity of improving their 


to advantage the more advanced in years may 
be diſpoled to lay up in ſtore for ſickneſs or 
old age and the aged. that have outlived their 
— for ſomething to convert into an annu- 
ity to * at Aer of. life. Netten K AK 


5 With, a, view to the base purpocs, 0 


iſ That the yt poi” n e 
DENS, and OveRsEERs within every Paz; H, or 
SMALLER Divisiox, mall be empowered and 
required to eſtabliſh, by a Pariſh Rate, (unleſs 
Subſcriptions in any place ſhould be preferred) 
a Baxx, called the PROVIDENT PAROCHIAL 
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ad. That the MixiszER, CHURCyWAR-' 
be Rus r EES, within their ſeveral Diſtricts, for 


the 
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cas, Hato 8 230 a es 1 
the lands within the ſaid diſtrict be anſwerable 
for the due diſcharge of all demands upon it, 
. 2 19 5 are ww" the e W or ile Poor-Rate.' | 
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Sunday, at ſuch hours as the TxusrEESs, for 
© their own convenience ſhall appoint, (provided 
they be between fun-riſe and ſun-ſet, and do 
not interfere with the religious Services of the 


the Church as Pariſh buſineſs is uſually done 
at, the Bax ſhall be open for Publick Buſi- 
TTT, / » ]ỹÿ TEA 


cout fee or reward, ſhall have free liberty to 
| depofit any ſum, even ſo low as Sixpence, in the 
W ſaid Baxx, to be returned on demand, at any 
oF future ag; when the DAVE ſhall be Ne | 
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c ot That" at” an proper thts; viz.” on every 


day) in the Veſtry; or ſuch other place within 


Ah. That at ſuch times, every perſon, with- 


5 Baxnx-YEAR ſhall commence at EAs TER, 
on tlie Par Fane” the new Pariſh Officers are. 


th. 5 wy e e entered on dis | 
Bank books before Chriſtmas, and remaining 


undrawn a 
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a till/ the ſaccerding; Midſommer; ſhalt | 

from the Fund Stock be encreaſed toia: Shilling; 
and every Pound ſo remaining till a ſecond Mid- 

ſummer, ſhall bear an intereſt of Three per Cent. 


and continue to bear at intereſt Uh MI as it 
remains in the alk. 265 MER: 2 ye ire 


8 That a as 1 * as this ſhall Naſt in as 
the ſum of =—— more than the Ta usr RES 
ſhall think neceſſary for the uſual weekly calls 
upon the BAN k, they ſhall veſt it in the Pub- 
lic Funds, to accumulate for the Wal of ax 


Inſtitution. „„ 


Stb. That if any ana walls ſhould: er 
vene at times unſeaſonable for ſelling out of 
the Public Funds, viz. when they are ſhut up 

for making out the Dividends, the TausTzEs 
| ſhall borrow from the Poor - rate the ſums that 
are wanted, and e the 
be convenient. 2 
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It is preſumed Fa the weekly. inveſtments 
would accumulate faſt enough tor all demands 
upon the PAROCHIAL BAxx, notwithſtanding 
een calls upon it. But, to provide againſt 


the _ diſtant e of * 
the 
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the intereſt propoſed to be paid by the Po- 
vipgnr-Parocntatl Banc is put at Three 


per Cent. onſy, (which is ſomething leſs than 


the intereſt that may be expected in the 
Public Funds) for the puproſe of raiſing a ſur- 
plus, for converting the  E/evenpences into Shil- 


my incur. 1 + 5 8 
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In Ad of ths above 8 5 give 
them their full effect, care ſhould be taken that 
no perſon of either ſex, or any age, capable of 
any kind of work, ſhould be ſuffered to go un- 


employed from the want of implements or mate- 
rials, either in the long winter evenings, or at 
any other intervals, from their uſual labour. 
ir useful /work can be had, it will uo doubt be 
preferred; but, as Mr. Davies very juſtly ob- 
ſerves, it would be better policy that the maſs of 
the people ſhould be employed in the uſeleſs 


taſk of building did, than ſuffered to con- 


wats e 5 ee. 


odr theſe encouragements * W 
e and Iucreaſe, it is preſumed that the 
Poor may be invited to prefer a Proviſion of 
their own, acquiring, to the ſcanty Pittance of 

ILY Paro- 
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Pita al relief ; he ihſteal' of waftin Eitel 
time, and their earnings at an Ale Holes 16 == 
as to make themſelves miſerable; and their fa- 1 
milies wretched, be induced to lay up itt ſtöre 9 
for advantages that may occur in more adväafced 9 
life, or comforts in old age or infirmity. * Such 3 
an effect would gradually iminiſh'the'Burthen 


of the Poor: rate, and greatly im prove the hap- 
5 er of ph A e 
( i nn e AR eule i din ny 
| P. S. It has been u fuggeſted bp wie, mut | 1 
| "Premiums given to every ſpecies of 'ex6e1letice Wl 
| -would be attended with conſiderable advan- #$ 
| tage. It is ſaid they have been tried with 
5 ſucces by Agricultural Societies, and alſo in * 
1 the Counties of Rutland and Lincoln. It has 
been farther remarked; that in Ireland, where Wl 
5 the maſs of the People are not the moſt 
2 3 celebrated for induſtry, Prizes of this ſort | 
have largely contributed to the improve- 
ment of the Linen Manufacture. Others are A 
„„ opinion that ſuch diſtributions do more 7 
|  - _. harm than good; that they diſcourage Induſtry 0 
; rather than promote it, by creating jealon fries, 
| diſguſt, and animoſties, among the CANDIDATES; 
F aud alſo partialities and ſuſpicions 'of unfair and 
. corrupt 
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corrupt practices amongſt the Jupors of the 


| ſeveral | claims.—Nevertheleſs the TRUST EES 
m any Diviſion,” if they think ſuch” Premiums 
deſtrable, ſhould be at liberty to adopt them; 


Y : but the attainments for which they are given 
I # ſhould always ſerupulouſſy be limited to mani- 


| © feſt exhibitions of uſe eful excellence, and the 
= Prizes wholly . confined to uſeful articles of 


wearing apparel, accompanied perhaps, by way 


of diſtinction with a blue or a red Ribbon. 
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4 Muazpzs Ki the 8 of Relief to be 
- granted | tothe Poor, reſpe&fully ſubmitted to 
| = . the-canfderationot the Macrsrracr.. \o 


| | «4 | "4 , 


From averaging the Accounts of Expendi- 
ture collected by Mr, Davies between the years 
| 1787 and 1795, in which the Gallon, or Half 
| Peck Loaf, varied from Eleven to Sixteen 
| pence. incluſive, it appears that the weekly 
expenditure of a labouring man's family, con- 
fiſting- of a Man and Wife, and One Child, viz. 
three perſons is 58. 8d.—four, 6s. 74d.—five, 
78. 3zd.—fix, 78. 10d. ſeven, 8s. 105d. which 
| ſums being thrown into arithmetical progreſ- 
ſion, make 5s. 9d.—6s. 6d.—7s. 3d.—8s. od.— 
85. 9d. and this, taking the average price of the 
gallon loaf in thoſe years at a /hilling only, al- 
Jows 28. 6d. for houſhold expences, a loaf and 
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Half for FEY man, a loaf for the woman, and 
3-4ths of a loaf for each child. And the ſame 


proportions of bread, or an equivalent in mo- 


ney, will afford an equal ſupply, whatever its 
on may 
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From te ſame accounts the average fos 
Cloathing per week is, for the man 6d. the 
wife 4d. and each child 2d. | 


Rent, Fuel, and Caſualties, being rather an 


annual than a weekly account, are TOI by 
Mr. Davies at 31. 10s. per ann. 


N. B. The above-mentioned weekly e 
penditure includes Bread or Flour, Bacon os 
Meat, Yeaſt, Salt, Tea, Sugar, Butter, Cheeſe, 
Beer, Milk, Potatoes, Candles, Soap, Starch, 
% Thread, K Wortted, and Tarn. 
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